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May 17, 2023 – Lessons in Chemistry, Bonnie Garmus 
Set in 1960s California, this blockbuster debut is the hilarious, idiosyncratic and uplifting story of a 
female scientist whose career is constantly derailed by the idea that a woman's place is in the home, 
only to find herself starring as the host of America's most beloved TV cooking show. Elizabeth Zott 
is not your average woman. In fact, Elizabeth Zott would be the first to point out that there is no 
such thing as an average woman. But it's the 1960s and despite the fact that she is a scientist, her 
peers are very unscientific when it comes to equality.  

 

April 19, 2023 – The Sense of an Ending, Julian Barnes 
Follows a middle-aged man as he reflects on a past he thought was behind him, until he is presented 
with a legacy that forces him to reconsider different decisions, and to revise his place in the world.  

 

 

February 15, 2023 – The Sweetness of Water, Nathan Harris 
In the waning days of the Civil War, brothers Prentiss and Landry, freed by the Emancipation 
Proclamation, seek refuge on the homestead of George Walker and his wife, Isabelle. The Walkers, 
wracked by the loss of their only son to the war, hire the brothers to work their farm, hoping 
through an unexpected friendship to stanch their grief…Parallel to their story runs a forbidden 
romance between two Confederate soldiers… when their secret is discovered, the resulting chaos, 
including a murder, unleashes convulsive repercussions on the entire community. (Publisher excerpt) 

March 15, 2023 – Bewilderment, Richard Powers  
The astrobiologist Theo Byrne searches for life throughout the cosmos while single-handedly 
raising his unusual nine-year-old, Robin, following the death of his wife. Robin is a warm, kind boy 
who spends hours painting elaborate pictures of endangered animals. He's also about to be expelled 
from third grade for smashing his friend in the face. As his son grows more troubled, Theo hopes 
to keep him off psychoactive drugs.... Bewilderment marks Powers's most intimate and moving 
novel. (Publisher excerpt) 

 

June 21, 2023 – Birdsong, Sebastian Faulks 
Faulks's fourth novel, the plot follows two main characters living at different times: the first is 
Stephen Wraysford, a British soldier on the front line in Amiens during the First World War, and 
the second is his granddaughter, Elizabeth Benson, whose 1970s plotline follows her attempts to 
recover an understanding of Stephen's experience of the war. Faulks developed the novel to bring 
more public awareness to the experience of war remembered by WWI veterans. (Wikipedia) 
 

Book Discussion Group 

3rd Wednesday of the month, 1:00pm- 2:00pm 

February 2023 – July 2023 

All titles are available through West Chester Public Library/CCLS in a variety of 

formats. Meeting in-person at the library.  (No meeting in August) 

Book list for September 2023 – January 2024 selected at July meeting. 

July 19, 2023 – Demon Copperhead, Barbara Kingsolver 
… set in the mountains of southern Appalachia …[Demon Copperhead is] the story of a boy born 
to a teenaged single mother in a single-wide trailer, with no assets beyond his dead father's good 
looks and copper-colored hair, a caustic wit, and a fierce talent for survival. In a plot that never 
pauses for breath, relayed in his own unsparing voice, he braves the modern perils of foster care, 
child labor, derelict schools, athletic success, addiction, disastrous loves, and crushing losses.  

https://chesp.na.iiivega.com/search/card?id=b37d43e8-bc72-5b2f-b358-4ffbde6ffa72&entityType=FormatGroup
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